
Suffolk
Carpe-t,l;So~ls

Association
The Minutes of a Committee Meeting of the

Suffolk Carpet Bowls Association
held at Needham Market Community Centre

on Monday 24th November, 200'\-3

The Meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.

Those present:- David Schofield (Chairman), Margaret Southgate (Vice Chairman),
Marion Brown (Secretary), Keith Armes, Derek Brown, Arvon Evans, Jim Goodrich, Sally Goodrich,

Richard Sago, John Varden and Tony Webber.

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Arvon Evans back to the Committee, he also
proposed that David Cobbold (Belstead) be co-opted to this Committee, this was agreed by the
Committee.

1. Apologies were received from David Cask, Rita Daniels and Paul Goulding.

2. The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed.

3. Matters Arising:-
6b This should read: the semi finalists were Chris Ellis and Pat Noble not Paul Davidson.

4. The Chairman's Report
The Chairman congratulated the County Team in their exploits over the past month. David also
made comment regarding a modem sweatshirt for the County but it seemed that the County
wanted to stay in greys and whites, David felt that this was a great pity because he felt that this
sport, indeed the whole of bowls is suffering a considerable drop in playing strength and the
game needed modernising. He also said that he had drafted a letter for the secretary to send
with these minutes regarding the proposed Countywide open day, he also said that he would be
contacting neighbouring Counties inviting them to do the same, that way there would surely be
an irresistible force for the media.
David said that he found it impossible in the last 2 meetings to cut down the time and this one
will also, no doubt, go on until late, so he proposed that the future meetings should be
different Anyone who has a report to be tabled at a Meeting is to type it out and send it to the
Secretary at least 7 days prior to the meeting date so that they need not be read out at the
meeting. The Committee meeting will be taken as read that everyone had read these reports
and questions only will be taken. If no report is submitted then that subject will not be
discussed at the meeting.

5. Secretary's report:-
a) Marion reported that she had contact with 2 new Villages regarding Carpet Bowls. A

demonstration at Westhorpe had been successful and hopefully a grant will be forthcoming
from Awards for all, meanwhile Marion had purchased a 2nd hand set of equipment, the
Committee felt that the County should purchase these for loan to New Clubs whilst waiting for
equipment to be purchased. Another Club from the New Bury Community Centre over 60's had
requested a demonstration. Marion, Derek and Tony did a demonstration for this, this Club
though may not become members of this Association but it was felt this a worthwhile project
as we are all about promoting the sport of Carpet Bowls.

6. Match Secretary's Report,
a) Winter League;- Sally said that the Winter Leagues are taking shape and score sheets come in

on a regular basis, some Clubs wait until they have 2 score sheets completed, but please Clubs
do send them in as soon as you have completed one game.



b) Joe Rice Cup:- The third round to be played between 2nd Feb. 2004 to 15th Feb. 2004 will be
between Tithe Bam, Sproughton v Stanningfield - Barking v Belstead - Martlesham v Barrow
and Brockley v Hoggards Green.

c) Chairman's Plate :- The second round of this to be played between 5th Jan. 2004 to 18th Jan.
2004 between Capel 51. Mary v Nayland - Cockfield v Needham or East Bergholt - Tattingstone v
Burstall - Somersham v Hundon or Gt. Blakenham - Kesgrave v Hintlesham & Chattisham -
Bildeston v Offton & Willisham - Tuddenham St Martin v Bramford and Claydon v Wool pit.

d) Sally also brought a report from the County Sub-Committee asking if the Association would
sponsor the County Squad, the sub-committee felt that it would be nice to see unity in the
County team and one way to achieve this was to look smart and well cared for. The Committee
felt that the Association were helping with this but they would support this committee with their
proposals regarding County Dress. The County Sub Committee was asked to come back to
the Committee after consultation with the County Captain and Selectors, with a proposal for
dress and its cost.

7. The Treasurer's report:-
Paul had sent in the following figures in his absence:-

a) Community Account
High Interest Account

£1616.69
£2587.04
£4203.73

Monies totalling £1847.70 were handed over from the entries for the Triples and Pairs, also
raffle money. The Secretary to bank this.

8. County Business:-
a) County Captain's reports:- Enclosed

b) County Closed Championships:
Richard Sago reported that the entries to Triples and Pairs were down slightly on last year.
Quite a lengthy d!scLlSSion on these took place including a suggestion that we should go back
to a Knock-out tournament as we did in the early days. Perhaps people would rather have this
all on one day.
The equipment still causes a problem, but without this we cannot hold such competitions.
Perhaps someone out there has a brainwave if so please get in touch with one of the
Committee, we welcome any suggestions.
The Triples Qualifying results are as follows:-.

Hadleigh:- Terry McMahm, Pauline & John Hayward (Belstead)
Frank Bloss, Sylvia & David Cask (Kelsale)

Moreton Hall:- Kevin salmon, Ellen Grube & Andrew Cooper (Hundon)
Marion & Derek Brown & Andy Pooley (Offton & Willisham)

Pairs :-
Hadleigh:- Richard Battle & Clint Watling ( Sizewell)

Jim Porter & Don Allum (Tithe Bam)
Moreton Hall:- Keith & Neil Jolly (Brockley

Jason Parker & Peter Jones. (Brockley)
c) Junior Championships:-

This is on Sunday 29th February 2004 at Needham Market Community Centre, once again John
Hayward will be organising this Championship, we are very grateful to John for offering his
services once again, John has organised this Championship since it started.
Entry forms enclosed.

9. Eastern Counties Camet Bowls Association Report
Margaret Southgate gave the following report. All 6 Counties were represented and although
the Minutes of the AGM were not signed it was pointed out that the Secretary had transposed
the dates of the counties who are hosting the next two Teambowl events and this will be
corrected.
Cambridgeshire were thanked for hosting the 6 Counties championships in September but once
again it was noted that all players did not stay until the presentations had taken place. In future
it was suggested that the raffle winners are not announced until the completion of the event.



The Treasurer stated that a loss of £216.00 was made at the Champion of Champions but the 6
Counties made a profit of £391.00.
Each County stated the venues to be used for this seasons league matches and the number of
carpets they will use. It was also proposed than an accredited referee should be available to
measure (whilst not playing) they should also wear their badge.
The next major event is the Teambowl which will be hosted by'Bedfordshire at the Putteridge
Centre and their chosen Charity is the Pasque Hospice. There is not room for a side Pairs
competition but they do hope to be able to have target bowls as an extra fund raiser. The fee
for this is £84.00 and must be paid to the treasurer before the start of the competition.
A discussion took place regarding the price of raffle tickets at our events and it was agreed we
would all charge 50p a strip.
The next meeting will be held at Newmarket on Thursday 26th February 2004.

10. English Carpet Bowls Association Report Meeting on 27th September, 2003.
a) 8 Counties were present, only S Tyneside were missing. Margaret Southgate acting as Suffolk

delegate owing to the hospitalisation of the wife of Richard Sago.
Chairman's report:- Hertfordshire were thanked for hosting the ECBA Triples. He then went on
to say that the Northern Counties had agreed a format for the coming season to include
Sunderland, so it is looking more likely that they will be seeking to join the Association at
sometime in the next few months. The next subject in his report was the taster weekend at
Potters at the beginning of September. Although he does not feel we would ever take the
Championships to this venue he could see the possibility of the ECBA running an event at
Potters and he had worked out a proposal encompassing several competitions which could be
held over a 415day break. The delegates were asked to take this proposal back to their
Committee for discussion as to how we proceed. (as Suffolk did not have a meeting until
tonight I contacted David Schofield to inform him of the proposal and after we met and
discussed it fully we agreed that I would also speak to as many Committee members as
possible to canvas their opinion.)
The Chairman made it quite clear that Margaret had made him aware of the ECBA Chairman's
proposal because she felt that there might be a conflict of loyalties. David had responded that
he considered Suffolk Carpet bowlers should be given exactly the same opportunity as those in
other Counties. He made it clear that as her initiative was "off the record" then the ECBA
Chairman's proposal should be sent to the County Secretary as soon as possible and
definitely before the meeting of 31st October took place. The Secretary confirmed that she had
not received it by that meeting nor since. David did not recall that Margaret was to talk to
Suffolk Committee members.

Secretary's report:- There had been a few problems with Seacroft regarding single occupancy
of family size chalets but hopefully these have been sorted out. Seacroft are continuing to
improve the chalets and there are now fewer sheds which have to be used.
Treasurer's report:- The current balance of our accounts is £10,519.50 but there will shortly be
the cost of the new rule books and labels to be paid. The travel subsidy will increase this year
by £725.00 to £2250.00.
The referee said we now have 37 qualified referees. Bedfordshire whilst not a member of the
Association had also arranged for 2 of our trainers to visit them so they can also become
qualified.
ECBA Competitions:- The Triples this year was won by a team from Reepham in Norfolk having
beaten Claydon in the Final. Next year the Champion of Champions will again be held at
Bamsley with the AGM being held on the Friday evening. The Rinks will be hosted by Suffolk on
28th March, 2004 at Hadleigh High Leisure Centre.
A letter from Mr Schofield was passed to all delegates regarding Carpet Bowls and Sport
England. The English Secretary has since contacted the Secretary of Short Mat and was
informed that a meeting was due to be held between Sport England and Tony Allcock but
nothing further is known at the present.
Review of Constitution:- Several matters were brought up for discussion and Counties were
asked to take them back for their opinions, our delegate and secretary each have a copy of
these suggestions. There will be further discussions at the January meeting.
The Secretary commented that she had not received this info. The Chairman asked Margaret if
she would please make it adamantly clear to the ECBA Secretary that a copy of the ECBA
Minutes etc must be sent to the Suffolk Secretary.



There were no matters brought up under any other business and the meeting closed at 4.10pm.

b) Potters Week:- This Agenda item is covered above.

c) English Rinks:- Sunday 28th March at Hadleigh High Leisure Centre
A Sub Committee to organise this was put together. As soon as entries are received Margaret is
to pass these to Tony who will compile a programme with Marion & David. Rita will be in charge
of Catering, Richard will act as Chief Referee and control other Referees. David & Marion will
carry out the administration, Meld Leisure Ltd to be asked if they will provide the equipment
and Jane Sago will be asked to run the raffle. Margaret & Tony to put together the
programme, Jane Sago will be asked to run the Raffle. Tony and Marion to purchase trophies.

11.. Any other business.
Arvon told us that Mark Rogers is now Chairman of the Bury League and was very keen to liaise
with Suffolk regarding getting together for friendly matches etc. The Chairman undertook to
contact Mark to discuss matters.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.35 p.m.
Date of next meeting 9th February 2004.



SUFFOLK CARPET BOWLS ASSOCIA nON

2003 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

The Suffolk Squad arrived at Hemsby on the weekend of Friday 31st October as National Champions,
with high hopes of retaining the title for a second year. Having recently won the Six counties title
Suffolk were in with a good chance of doing the double. Like all games it is down to how you play on
the day, and other Counties were out to spoil the dream.

The competition is played over two days, with bowling commencing at 9 - 30am on each day
and continuing until 80/clock in the evening. Bowlers must hold their form and concentration over
that period, which is not easy to do, as tiredness can be a factor towards the end of each day. Each
County plays with six rinks (plus reserves, if needed) and competes against the other eight.

At the end of Day I, Suffolk had accumulated 33 points from a possible 48 and were in the
lead by just I point from Cambridgeshire.

The Suffolk points were won as follows :-- Norfolk 2 - 4, Herts. 4 - 2, Cambs. 5 - 1,
North/land 3 - 3, Sth. Tyneside 6 - 0, Nth Tyneside 5 - I, Durham 6 - 0, Essex 2 - 4.
The squad had played well, but had some disappointing results against rinks that they would expect to
beat.

Day 2 went about the same as Day I, with good and bad results for the rinks. It looked as
though both Suffolk and Cambridgeshire were struggling for consistency and were dropping
unexpected points. The result was in doubt throughout the day and was finally decided by the last
wood in the last game of the day. Going into the final session Cambridgeshire were I point ahead of
Suffolk and they were playing South Tyneside. On paper this looked like 6 points for Cambridgeshire,
South Tyneside had different ideas and took 2 points. This meant that Suffolk were still in the
running. With a better shots tally Suffolk could afford to drop 1 point against Essex and still win on
shots. Having won two games it all hinged on the final game. Coming from behind, the Suffolk rink
fought back to give themselves a chance and went into the last end I shot up. Unfortunately for
Suffolk, the Essex rink managed to get 2 shots, to win by II shots to 10. This meant that the title went
to Cambridgeshire with Suffo lk as runners up.

Suffolk's 28 points were won as follows :-- Norfolk 4 - 2, Herts. 6 - 0, Cambs. 2 - 4,
North/land 2 - 4, Sth. Tyneside 4 - 2, Nth. Tyneside 4 - 2, Durham 2 - 4, Essex 4 - 2.

Final result of the competition

County
Cambridgeshire
Suffolk
Northumberland
Durham
Norfolk
Essex
South Tyneside
North Tyneside
Hertfordshire

Points
62
61
54
53
51
51
41
31
28

Shots For
495
506

Shots Agst.
411
396



Sullolk
Carpe-t BO\NIS

Association
Downderry
Tuddenham St Martin
Ipswich IP6 9BT

Tel 01473785028 (home)
0794 700 53 I5 (mob.)

Carpet bowls began in Suffolk in the 1980's and after a meteoric rise in the early years the numbers
playing has gradually diminished. It must be expected that as we all get older then a fair uumber will go
out of the sport and the kcy to the future is to attract new people to the game.

It is clear that open days by individual Clubs are not always very successful but would it be different if
~ we all did so at the same time? I think so and it is because of this that I am writing to every Club in the

Association asking them to open their doors one afternoon or evening during the week 15th to 21 " March,
2004. If we all do so in that week then I believe that we can "force" the East Anglian newspapers into
taking notice and giving us coverage. I think this very possible with local radio as well and maybe the
Anglia TV channels can be persuaded to get involved?

This attempt to put our game in front of several million people may fail and/or nobody might take the
opportunity to give it a go but, at least, we will have tried I

I am also writing to the Chainnan of the other Eastern Counties Associations asking them to open the
doors of their Clubs during that week as welL That way I cannot see how the media can ignore us such
that we could have a tremendous opportunity to tell a great deal of people what carpets bowls is all abouL

What I want you to do is to write or telephone me and tell me that your Club will have an Open
Afternoon/Evening and on which day. I will log all these and do my best to tell the world what is
happening'

~ I will keep the Association Committee abreast of those willing to take part and, all being well, will
persuade them to provide back up such as posters, visits during the open week, etc ..

Come on give me some support and let's see what we can do together!

Yours sincerely,

David Schofield



SUFFOLK CARPET BOWLS ASSOCIATION

SIX COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP 2003

The 2003 Six Counties Championship Competition was hosted by Cambridgeshire and was
held at the Littleport Leisure Centre on Sunday 26th September. There were no real
favourites to take the title. However it is normal for Suffolk, Cambridgeshire and Norfolk
to be there or thereabouts at the end of play.
The Competition is held over 8 sessions and on 12 mats, with each County having 6 rinks.

Norfolk were the first opposition for Suffolk and surprisingly Suffolk won all four
games for a dream start. (8 points with 35 shots to 25).

In session 2, Suffolk played the fmal 2 pairs from Norfolk and 2 pairs from
Hertfordshire. Once again there was a clean sweep for Suffolk as they took all 4 games
(8 points with 40 shots to 24).

The next session was against 4 rinks from Hertfordshire who put up a good effort to
take points off Suffolk. The result was a win for Suffolk by 2 games to 1, with the other
game drawn. (5 points to 3 with 38 Shots to 25).

Session 4 brought on Cambridgeshire, always a difficult task for anyone. So it
turned out with each team winning 2 games. ( 4 points each with 30 shots to 32 in favour of
Cambridgeshire).

In the fifth session, both Essex and Cambridgeshire had 2 rinks competing against
Suffolk. The result was that Suffolk dropped 2 points to each County. Not Suffolk's fmest
hour, but the shots came out in their favour. (4 points, with 2 points each for the other two
Counties).

Session 6 was between Suffolk and Essex, with Suffolk winning 3 games to I.
(6 points to 2 and 40 shots t026).

In the final 2 sessions there were only 3 games in each versus Bedfordshire and
Suffolk managed to win 4 of them and lose 2 (8 points to 4 with 60 shots to 46).

While Suffolk were playing, the other Counties were trying hard to take points off
each other, so as to remain in contention for the title. But it was not to be, as Suffolk ran out
winners with 43 points, followed by Norfolk, who had made a great recovery after their
disaster against Suffolk. Cambridgeshire finished in third place, with the same points as
Norfolk, but with a few less Shots For.

.-/

Final result

County Points Shots For Shots Agst

Suffolk 43 273 206
Norfolk 34 284 219
Cambridgeshire 34 281 216
Essex 31 235 252
Hertfordshire 19 223 293
Bedfordshire 19 190 304


