
The Minutes of a CommitteeMeeting of the
suffolk carpet Bowls Association

held at NeedhamMarket CommunityCentre
on Monday14th February, 1994

The Meeting commencedat 7.30 p.m.

Those present:- RaymondWhite (Chairman), Margaret Southgate (Vice Chairman),
DavidSchofield (secretary), Keith Armes(Treasurer), ArvonEvans, DavidCobbold,
Trevor Girling, Sally Goodrich, John Hayward, David Jermyn, Judith Longmanand
TonyWebber.

1. Apologies for absence were received fro. Chris Leach and Joy Williamson.

2. The Minutes of the Meeting Held on 6th December, 1993 were approved as
minuted and signed as being a true record bY the Chairman.

3. The following matters arose from the previous Minutes:-
8. The Secretary had written to those Clubs whohad played CUpmatches
earlier than scheduled and it seemed that, in the main, they had
misunderstood the s~hedule.
9 b) Tony ~ebber had that d~y received a third pric~ fu~ s P.A. Syste~·
which was significant ly the better and offered a better output. He
intended to look at the equipment before makinga final decision but could
nowbuy within the ceiling price of £500 agreed by the Committee.
10. The Committee formalised the Chairman, Margaret Southgate and Tony
Webber as being the organising Sub Committee for the Ea,;tern Counties
Championships on 30th OCtober. The Secretary asked that he be kept
informed of progress.
13 c) The Secretary had not received the expected complaint of a person
bowling for two different Clubs in the same competition and an examination
of the scoresheets had not revealed anything.
13 h)l,OOO letterheads had been printed and they received unanimous
approval although the Secretary was asked to use them sparingly.
'The Secretary confirmed that the Meeting date of Easter Mondayhad been
brought forward a week to 28th March, 19~4

4. The Chairman remarked that there had not yet been a meeting of the Rules
Sub Committeebut that they must meet before the end of March if they were
to meet the dates laid downby the English C.B.A. for notification of
proposals for Rule changes. Nosuggestions from Clubs had been received.
He then read out a letter complaining of the carpet bowls report in the
Evening Star on 17th January, 1994 which had been found saddening and
demoralising. It complained that namesshould only be printed whenbowlers
had done something good. It was felt that this type of reporting was not
constructive and did nothing for the game.
There followed an open discussion where it was said that a memberof the
County squad had said they would never play for the County again following
an article that a particular Four had given "a rather disappointing
Performance in dropping 5 of the 7 points".
Initially the Committeewas divided as to howthe press reports should be



wri tten but ul timate ly the Secretary was directed to minute that the
Committee felt the articles and coverage to be excellent.

5. The Secretary reported that membership had risen to 107 Clubs wi th Alpheton
and the Kirkley Club, Lowestoft rejoining to make 98 Members. He said that
his attempts to set up an insurance scheme of our own had been thwarted by
the Department of Trade & Industry who would require a payment of £20,000+
for it to be registered and it could not operate wi thout their approval.
It is possible for Clubs to get together and set up a central fund from
which they would draw if a claimable matter occurred but the time and
expense was beyond an individuals means.
He recorded the achievements of Linda and Ralph Sadgrove, Andrew Cooper
(Hundon) & Paul Bird (Stutton) on reaching the Quarter Finals of the
English Rinks Championships at Blackpool a week earlier, of Keith Armes,
Gill Bailey, Jane Sago & Trevor Ling (Burstall) a round earlier and Pat and
John Noble (Great Barton) and Angela & Michael Ashman (Barrow) and Marion
and Derek Brown, Taffy Skippings & a lady from Peterborough qualifying for
the 1st Round of the Knockout section. Trevor Girling added the Four of
Sally and Jim Goodrich and Malcolm & Linda Tricker (Claydon) as also
qualifying from the group games.

6. The Treasurer reported the following balances:-

Business Premium Account
Current Account

£4215.89
£ 689.24

but that he was aware that there a couple of invoices to be paid as well
as the hire of the Holywell School facilities for the Suffolk Singles and
that there were sizeable expenses from the Secretary due in the near
future. He commented that at this time there had been a~ income in the

·current year of £4,452 against an expenditure of £3,539.
7. The current league standings were handed around and discussed. He thanked

Clubs for sending in the scoresheets promptly.
The Secretary said that he wrote reports on a Saturday and they were posted
to the press over the weekend. They were often edited before publishing
and that in isolated cases they did not appear at all. He commented that
it was a thankless task.

8. The Secretary told the Committee of the four 1st leg Quarter Final results
in the Cup and Plate. The Committee agreed that Tattingstone should be
allowed to play the home leg of their Plate match a week later than
scheduled as they had received late notice from their Village Hall that

.work was to be carried out which would prevent carpet bowls being played.
9. John Hayward reported on a very successful Suffolk Junior Championships the

previous day and that there had been only two small hiccups, i.e. Martin
Southall (Dffton & Willisham) had not turned up and the late arrival of
scoreboards. The 1994 Suffolk Junior Champion was James Howes (Belstead)
with runner up Adam Blanchette (Nayland) and semi finalists Greg Shanahan
(Risby) and Tim Harper (Nayland). There were 36 entries in all. The
catering and raffle were a great success with the former making £18 profit
and the latter taking £86 in all. Grateful thanks were accorded to the
ladies of Harkstead and Belstead for their help with the catering. John
Hayward and David Cobbold had organised the day and Judith Longman the
catering side.
Judith Longman asked whether it was intended that we should seek a profit
from the Suffolk Juniors and it was unanimous that this should not
necessari ly be the case. It was, however, considered to be a highly
desirable tournament that must be continued.



10. The draw had been made for the Suffolk Pairs Championships and distributed
within the last few days. There was an entry of 217 Pairs against last
years 232. In order to share the load the Cockfield/Claydon English Pairs
team of Stewards would be asked to officiate on the day.
He informed the Committee that he had quoted the wrong date on the Suffolk
Fours Championships entry invitation. THEY WILL BE HELD ON 20TH MARCH,
1994 and not the 28th.

11. Dates were agreed for the various County tournaments in the next 12 months
and these were included in the Calendar with provisional bookings to be
made at the same venues as this years.

12. The County Captain reported that there had been success and failure on the
County front and commented on each of the Eastern Count ies League matches
since the previous Meeting, viz.

home to Bedfordshire - won 29 points to 7 - did well but not top form.
away to cambridgeshire - lost 8 to 28 - did badly; we played reasonably
well but opposition bowled extremely well; at County level a poor wood is
immediatelY punished; they did so but we didn't; one team had a bad day and
rather than make scapegoats all four had been dropped.
away to Norfolk - lost 17 to 19 - "the wheels fell off"; Norfolk bowled
well but we will bowl worse and win; they didn't outplay Suffolk; not too
depressing a performance although a comfortable win had been expected; does
us good to lose occasionally.
away to Hertfordshire - won 29 to 7 - the opposition were optimistic of
running us close - they didn't!; shots for 219 and against 77; 3 changes
because of unavailabi Iity; rep lacements Tony Cooper and Allen Jones did
well; the opposition was not strong and faded under pressure.
Essex is the only remaining game at Risby on 27th March.

It was agreed that the matches should be spaced out through the seasOl, '""n"
next year. The Chairman commented that we would Iikely come in for
criticism from other Counties for not playing all 6 Fours at the same time
hut the Captain felt that it was better for team spirit to bowl 4 at a
t.ime. It meant players had a break and could support their colleagues when
not playing. Comment was made that it was a long afternoon without a
break. It was decided t.hatwe would try and bOl,kNeedham Market Community
Centre. for our homegames next season. Other Count ies had provided tea and
biscuits free but it was felt that hot food for purchase was good in Winter
and that tea was avai lable throughout the afternoon and not just at a set
time. That in our home match 2 Fours had played twice on the same mat was
a mistake and would be avoided in the future.

13. The Chairman reported that the Eastern Counties C.B.A. Annual General
Meeting would be held at a pub in Snailwell, near Newmarket, on Thursday,
28th April. Although it was hasically intended that it should be for
selected representatives from Counties anyone could attend.

14. A Meeting of the Eng Iish C.B.A. was held at Blackpool on Friday, 4th
February and the main points were:- A playoff of County Champions in
Singles, Pai rs and Fours would be he ld in May, 1995 at a midway venue
(South Yorkshire?); only Suffolk and Cambridgeshire had responded to the
ECBA Referee's suggestions on this; it is hoped some financial help be
given by ECBA; the English County Championships will be held at Pont in's
at Seacroft on 16th October, 1994; in order to raise finance for the ECBA
a raffle will be held with each County receiving tickets in April and it
drawn in October; as an incentive Counties will keep 10% of all sales;
50,000 copies of the promotional leaflet will be printed and distributed
(cost approx. £3,000) through a number of outlets.
Although acknowledging that the ECBA had no jurisdiction over the English



15.

16.

17.

Rinks Championships Keith Armes enquired if they would bring pressure to
bear upon the organisers not to allow the dress and behaviour of the
winning Rink. It was felt generally to fall between disgusting and poor.
Whilst ins.isting that he wished to refrain from any personal comment he did
concede that he had received alot of adverse comment on the dress,
drinking, behaviour and smoking whilst playing. It was, however,
recognised that behaviour and dress was a very difficult matter to
legislate against adequately. Much discussion ensued and it was felt that
had TV cameras been there the English Rinks final would have done much harm
to carpet bowls.
David Cobbold asked when proposals had to be in to the Secretary of the
ECBA for them to be valid proposals for the Annual General Meeting on 22nd
April, 1994. This was noted as being 28 days before the AGM, i.e. by 25th
March, 1994. clubs are to be advised that if they have any comments to
make on the Rules then David Cobbold should be advised as soon as possible.

The entry for the English Pairs Championships stood at 496 Pairs, just 16
short of the maximum. It was clear that the English Rinks had affected the
entry, particularly from the North East (20% down on 1993), and it being
residential only had cut many out so the entry was very encouraging.
Entries have been received from Berkshire and Shropshire for the first
time. Around 1,070 had booked in with Pontin's.
Invitat ions to Stewards, Rafflers and he lpers had gone out and "teams" were
much the same al though rooms had been changed around. A thorough
investigation of boarding the carpeted floors that mats would be on had
been undertaken but wi 11 not be proceeded with. The cost and the
di fficul ty of laying, taking up, storing and transport made it impract ical.
Stands would be erected again for the Sunday afternoon but would be set
back from the carpets a further 7 feet approx. which should allow a better
view for those beyond the first 3 rows. There is unlikely to be a big name
for the present~.tions and target bowls wi 11 be introduced on the Sunday
I~)rning. Although a sponsor for e 1995 Championships was still a clear
possibi.lity difficulties had arisen over the venue that had yet to be
solved.
It was made clear that none of the organisers received any monetary gain
from the English Pairs Championships, in fact, inadequate reimbursemeat of
expenses was claimed.
Discussion was held as to who was qualified to represent Suffolk in County
matches and it was decided that it should be "Ii member of a Member Club of
the Association". It was realised that a bowler living in Essex could then
be qualified to play for both Counties but no clearer qualification could
be found.

The following matters were raised under any other business, viz.

a) The date and venue of the Annual General Meet ing had not been
included in the recent Calendar. It was left to the Secretary to approach
a Club in the West of the County to host it on Monday, 27th June, 1994.
b) Nobody was aware if any progress had been made on the Charity Pairs
planned to be held on Sunday, 8th May for a Diabetes Charity.

The Meeting concluded at 10.10 p.m.

Future Meetings will be held at the same venue on the Mondays of 28th March and
16th May, 1994.


