Carpet Bowls 
Risk Assessment
Risk Assessments need not be complex or worrying
An assessment of the risks that might be met by Players should have the aim of preventing the risks or reducing them.
5 Steps to Risk Assessment
An assessment of risk is nothing more than a careful examination of gymnastics activities and the aim ultimately is to make sure no one is harmed or hurt.
Don’t be put off by some of the words used:
Hazard - Means anything that has the potential to cause harm.
Risk - The chance great or small, that someone will be harmed by the hazard.
Step 1 – Look for the hazards
Walk around the gym looking for what could reasonably be expected to cause harm to people in your facility. Ignore the trivial and concentrate on significant hazards, which could result in harm to people in your facility.
Step 2 – Decide who might be hurt and how
Think about players, coaches, parents, cleaners (anyone who might be in the facility).
Step 3 – Evaluate the risks arising from the hazards and decide whether existing precautions are adequate or should more be done
Even after all precautions have been taken, usually some risk remains. What you have to decide for each significant hazard is what the likelihood is of the risk occurring and what is the likely consequence if it does occur.
Step 4 – Record your findings
A simple risk assessment form has been designed for your use; this will focus your attention on significant risks that require some action. This process is not something that organisers should worry about unduly, it is simply a tool to help organisers make their clubs safer places and to protect the members and visitors using their facilities.
If you use the Risk Assessment form you will be able to show that:
· A proper check was made
· You considered all the possible hazards
· You dealt with all the obvious significant hazards
· The precautions are REASONABLE and the remaining risks are low.
Keep the Risk Assessment form where you can find it for future reference.
Step 5 – Review your assessment procedures on a regular basis
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	Location of Activity:

	Date of assessment:
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	Hazard
	Who might be harmed and how

	Likelihood of accident occurring
(1)
5. Will almost
    certainly happen
4. Highly likely to 
    happen 
3. Not so likely
2. Even less likely
1. Unlikely to 
    happen at all
	Risk Consequence
(2)
5 Fatality
4 Major injury
3 Injury requiring
   medical attention
2 Minor injury
1 No injury
	Risk rating
1 x 2
=
Risk rating
	Action taken to reduce risk - controls put in place 

	Playing area
	Bowlers may slip or trip 
	2
	2
	4
	Ensure the playing surface is dry and free of any trip hazards.
Ensure loose woods are kept on the end of the carpet or in suitable container

	Equipment
	Players setting up or storing equipment
	3
	2
	6
	Ensure that equipment is handled in a safe manner.
Carpets require 2 persons to handle, and should not be lifted above waist height.

	Playing
	Players may slip or trip.
	2
	2
	4
	Ensure that players are suitably attired. 
Non slip flat shoes are recommended. 
Ensure all loose woods are kept on the end of the carpet or in a suitable container.

	Furniture
	Players and guests
	2
	2
	4
	Ensure care is taken when moving or stacking tables and chairs.

	Emergency
	Players and guests
	1
	2
	2
	Ensure emergency vehicles can access the venue, and that a working telephone is available.

	Safety Information
	Players and guests
	
	
	
	Check that evacuation procedures are published and posted for all to see,

	Does the club need to take any further action
	Yes / No
	
	
	
	If yes please specify



